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Darien Neighbors, Global Players
BY PAMELA DEY VOSSLER WITH THE DARIEN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

The Darien Community Association (DCA), a nonprofit 
organization, has enriched our community with its philanthropic 
mission and as a place to gather, give and learn for nearly 100 
years. In this spirit, a newer addition to its many programs is the 
Darien Neighbors, Global Players Speaker Series (no relation 
to Darien Neighbors magazine), featuring fellow community 
members who are leaders in their fields. In this Q&A with DCA 
Executive Director Amy Bell, we took a look at the series and why 
it’s unique.  

How did the series get started? 
We wanted to try something different for our annual fundraiser. 

Since the DCA is known for hosting outstanding speakers, board 
member Sue Hayes suggested we expand on this reputation by 
featuring leaders and innovators who live right here in Darien. 
She volunteered her husband Robin, CEO of JetBlue Airways, to 
launch the series in 2018. Like a plane - it took off from there!  

Love the name Darien 
Neighbors! What was your 
thinking behind that?   

Great minds think alike! Our 
speakers may be your child’s 
soccer coach, a PTO volunteer 
you have worked alongside, or 
your neighbor. We liked the idea 
that they are part of this small 
town, while having a career with 
far-reaching impact. So that’s 
how we came up with “Darien 
Neighbors, Global Players.” And 

we thought fellow residents would be interested in hearing an 
insider’s view of an industry, from “one of their own.”

Tell us about the speakers you’ve hosted?
We’ve highlighted a wide range of industries and careers. We’ve 

delved into media with Charlie Collier of FOX Entertainment; 
broadcast journalists Scott Pelley, SE Cupp and Ashleigh Banfield; 
as well as advertising executive John Osborn. Sports are always 
popular. Mark Waller and Chase Carey introduced us to the 
world of Formula One racing, and Brian Rolapp gave insights 
about the business of the NFL. Steve Mandel and Michael 
Mauboussin discussed finance, and Steve Wiggins, healthcare 
and entrepreneurship. Ian and Shep Murray (vineyard vines), Jad 
Finck (Allbirds) and Nate Checketts (Rhone) shared their start-up 
and innovation stories in the retail and apparel sector.   

What do you think makes the series unique? 
It’s great content, in a fun and relaxed atmosphere. Speaking 

events are held on a weekday 
evening during the spring, 
and we typically start the 
evening with a wine reception. 
Speakers are often paired with 
a fellow Darienite moderator, 
creating a lively conversation. 
They often contribute door 
prizes such as merchandise or 
tickets, with winners drawn 
at the end of the event. Local 
businesses provide generous 
sponsorship support for the 

series as well. The program lasts about an hour, with the last 15-20 
minutes dedicated to answering questions from the audience.  
Because they are our neighbors, our speakers really embrace the 
community spirit of the evening: Jad Finck even wore his Darien 
High School varsity jacket during his talk!  

How do you identify possible speakers? 
A wonderful committee of more than 10 DCA volunteers, 

with excellent outreach, is always working on potential speakers. 
Some speakers have been recommended by former presenters and 
others who have attended our series. We’re open to suggestions as 
well!

How have you been able to offer the series during COVID?
We worked with Damian Andrew and his team from DAF 

Media (joint venture of The Darien Foundation and the Darien 
Athletic Foundation) to livestream the series – broadcasting 
from the DCA Meadowlands (at 274 Middlesex Road) with 
a small in-person audience. We’re looking forward to their 

continued partnership and professional support and hoping that 
the environment this spring will allow for the kind of in-person 
participation we enjoyed pre-COVID.  

Do you have to be a member of the DCA to attend an event?
No!  DCA events are open to all. But DCA members enjoy a 

reduced rate – and anyone can become a member. Tickets can 
be purchased online for an individual speaker or for the entire 
series. For more information, go to the DCA’s website, dariendca.
org. Click on ‘Activities’ and then on "Darien Neighbors, Global 
Players.”   

What’s in store for this spring’s series? 
We are solidifying speakers now (see sidebar).
The Darien Community Association is located at 274 Middlesex 

Road in Darien. To contact the DCA, call 203-655-9050 or email 
info@dariendca.org. You can follow the DCA on social media via 
Facebook: Darien Community Association (DCA), Instagram: @
dariendca and Twitter: @DarienDCA.

SPRING SPEAKERS
• Amy Brooks (Chief Innovation Officer, NBA) and Renie

Anderson (Chief Revenue Officer, NFL) will speak on
“Women in Professional Sports Leadership” on May 12.

• Robert A. Sauerberg (past president and CEO of Condé
Nast, currently lead director at Reddit) with Jeff Hamill
(EVP Hearst Magazines), June 2.

• One additional event  to be announced shortly

Left: Jeff Hamill, Executive Vice President and Chief Media Officer, Hearst Magazines; right: Charlie Collier, CEO, Fox Entertainment (2019)

Left: CNN’s S.E. Cupp with broadcast journalist Ashleigh Banfield (2020)

Spring 2021 Darien Neighbors, Global Players presented via livestream
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