
Enriching our community 
in a welcoming, historic 
setting for lifelong 
learning, philanthropy, 
and enjoyment

Find out more

Grand Cheese, Wine and Cider Tasting with Darien Cheese and Fine 
Foods 
 
Ken Skovron and the staff from Darien Cheese and Fine Foods will be recreating 
their shop at the DCA for a special cheese, wine and cider tasting!  
 
Guests that evening will have a tasting of a lifetime, including at least one variety 
from the cheese family tree, imported and locally-sourced. Every texture and 
flavor from delicate goat cheeses to complex mountain cheeses to super funky and 
blue will be covered!   
 
This is a wonderful opportunity to sample new cheeses, enjoy Ken’s hand-picked 
wine and cider pairings, interact with the experts and expand your knowledge and 
selections for the upcoming holiday season. Wines and cider will be provided by 
Wineport of Darien. 

Thursday, November 2 
7:00pm - 9:00pm 
 
DCA members $50 / public $60 
Prepayment is required by Tuesday, October 31. 
 
Photo credit: Ben Larrabee
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“Exclusive Culinary Tours of Italy and Spain” by Cindy 
Palmer Dean

Have you ever been truffle hunting, cooked alongside a Michelin 
starred chef, or tasted ten different varieties of grappa at a 
distillery?  Have you ever seen the famous Keukenhof Gardens in 
Holland, gone behind the scenes at the Royal Spanish riding school, 
been to the Truffle Fair of Moncalvo or the ancient Greek ruins in 
Sicily? Cindy will share her tour experiences, explain how a family 
owned supermarket got into the tour business and tell us all about 
the 2018 tours that Palmer’s has planned. 

Men are welcome, too! Luncheon will be provided by Palmer’s 
Catering and Events. 
 
Tuesday, November 7 
12:15pm - 2:00pm 

DCA members $20 / public $25 
Prepayment required by noon on Monday, November 6.
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Message to members
From the president 

Women’s Luncheons

 
 

As we approach the Thanksgiving season, we are grateful for our members and 
volunteers, whose efforts enable the DCA to enrich our community in so many 
ways. We also appreciate the strong support of our programming, including 
last month’s delightful, sold-out book talk and signing with Amor Towles, 
author of A Gentleman in Moscow.

Later this month you will be receiving our Annual Appeal letter and brochure. I 
would encourage you to participate in whatever way you are able, so that we 
can continue the improvements we are making at the DCA. These range from 
investments in technology (such as our new website), to further beautification 
of our house and grounds.   

Your Annual Appeal contributions also support the philanthropic portion of 
our mission, which provides annual (and renewable) college scholarships for 
Darien High School graduates, and ongoing maintenance of our wonderful DCA 
Bird Sanctuary, which is open to the public to enjoy. If you choose, it’s easy to 
donate online at dariendca.org/donate/.    

See you at the DCA!

Ulla Kremer

Author Amor Towles signs books at 

our sold-out event in early October.



Activities & Programs
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Mom’s Morning In presents  
Bodywise by Betty

Be Active! Be Healthy! Be Fit! Be Strong! 
Bring your little ones to “Kiddie Boot Camp” 
(best for ages 2 – 5) which will focus on 
developing your child’s body awareness, 
listening skills, flexibility and strength in a 
fun class using simple exercises and games, 
mini obstacle courses, and multiple fitness 
stations while listening to music. Participants 
must wear sneakers.

Friday, November 17 
10:00am

$10 per child 
Reservations are not required.

“A Musical Toy Box” Duo Piano Fall 
Concert

The Duo Piano Group will again entertain the 
crowd at their next concert, “A Musical Toy 
Box,” a bountiful seasonal menu to suit every 
taste. Join us! Wine and snacks will be served. 
 
The DCA Duo Piano Group is an enthusiastic 
group of accomplished amateur pianists who play 
together for fun and to continue their musical 
education.  They perform twice-yearly concerts 
to help support the mission of the DCA. 

Sunday, November 5 
4:00pm

DCA members $10 / public $15 
Reservations are requested. 

Flower Arranging Workshop:  
Your Thanksgiving Table

Working with a large variety of flowers 
and fall materials, come enjoy making a 
Thanksgiving centerpiece. The workshop 
will be led by Diane Schlinkert and 
Allie Callan, both Darien residents and 
experienced floral designers from the New 
York Botanical Garden certificate program.

Materials will be provided; please bring 
your own hand clippers if you have them.

Wednesday, November 15 
1:00pm - 2:00pm

DCA members $40 / public $45 

Prepayment required by noon on Monday, 
November 13. Maximum enrollment 20.

Page Turners Book Group

This month’s book is Lafayette in the 
Somewhat United  States by Sarah Vowell. 
 
From the bestselling author of 
Assassination Vacation and The Partly 
Cloudy Patriot, an insightful and 
unconventional account of George 
Washington’s trusted officer and friend, 
that swashbuckling teenage French 
aristocrat the Marquis de Lafayette. 

Monday, November 13 
12:30pm

John Watt will lead the discussion.  
All DCA members are welcome! 

Bridge 6 

Instructor Meredith Dunne will cover topics 
including introduction to defense, some 
bidding and play of the hand. All of our 
bridge classes follow the same format. Each 
class begins with an oral lesson followed by 
play of the hand. Students should plan on 
bringing a three ring binder to the first class, 
as all classes are taught via handouts. 

Five Tuesdays: November 14, 21, 28 and 
December 5, 12 
9:00am - 11:00am

DCA members $125 / public $150 
 
Prepayment is required by noon on 
Friday, November 10. Minimum/maximum 
enrollment applies.

Financial Workshop: 10 Budgeting 
Tips and Their Enormous Impact on 
Your Finances

This workshop is back by popular demand! 
During this seminar, you’ll learn practical 
money skills, including tips about budgeting 
(know what you spend), insurance (from 
property and casualty to life, disability and 
long term care) as well as addressing tax 
deferred savings. This session will be led by 
Karen Goersch, CPA, CRPC®, APMA®, Financial 
Advisor, Ameriprise Financial. Coffee and 
pastries will be offered.
Thursday, November 16 
9:30am - 11:00am
DCA members $10 / public $20
Prepayment required by Tuesday, November 
14.



Family Gingerbread House Decorating 
Children love getting into the holiday spirit by 
decorating gingerbread houses. The DCA and 
Palmer’s Catering have teamed up to make 
this easy for you!  A gingerbread house, icing, 
and all candies/decorating materials are 
supplied. Enjoy our festive mansion and some 
hot chocolate and cookies, and be sure to 
allow time for a photo with Santa! 

This event is for children four years of age 
or older.  Children must be accompanied by 
an adult (but there is no admission charge 
for adult supervisors). Please let us know in 
advance if you have any seating preferences 
(someone you’d like to be seated with), and 
we’ll do our best to accommodate.

Proceeds support the nonprofit mission of the 
DCA, including college scholarships for Darien 
High School graduates.

Sunday, December 10 
10:00am - 11:30am

Each child: $65 
Prepayment is required by Wednesday, 
December 6.

Mother/Daughter Nutcracker Tea 
Back by popular demand, our second annual 
Mother/Daughter Nutcracker Tea will be 
held at the beautiful DCA mansion, festively 
decked out for the holidays. A delicious 
menu, provided by Palmer’s Catering, will 
include traditional tea sandwiches, mini 
pastries, holiday cookies and assorted teas. 
For the children, festive sandwich cut-outs 
and raspberry lemonade will be served. 
Dancers from the Darien Arts Center will 
entertain the audience with an abbreviated 
Scenes from the Nutcracker. 

Don’t miss out! This event sold out quickly 
last year. Grandparents are welcome, too! 
Please let us know in advance if you have any 
seating preferences (someone you’d like to 
be seated with) or dietary requirements, and 
we’ll do our best to accommodate.

Sunday, December 3 
11:30am - 1:00pm

Children $35 / adults $45. Prepayment is 
required by Wednesday, November 29.

November 2017 Newsletter    4

Christmas Unwrapped English Tea 
Chef/caterer Victoria Truchan of Country House 
Cuisine is bringing her love of the English 
tea room experience to our festive halls this 
holiday season.  An elegant afternoon tea is an 
easy way to relax before the holidays or gather 
for a girlfriend get-together.  

Join us for a memorable respite and delicious 
bites. Our traditional menu will include a 
variety of classic tea sandwiches, scones with 
clotted cream and strawberry jam, English and 
French petit fours and cookies, and a selection 
of Harney & Sons teas.  
 
Thursday, December 7 
11:30am - 2:30pm  
(2 seatings: 11:30am and 1:00pm) 

DCA members $40 / public $45 
Prepayment is required by Tuesday, December 
5. 

Holiday Events

Holiday Wreath Workshop  
Join our Greenhouse Group as they lead 
you in this hands-on workshop to make a 
festive wreath of your very own. Bring your 
gloves, pruners and imagination and we’ll 
provide the rest, including fresh greens, 
ribbons and embellishments. Coffee and light 
refreshments will be served.

Friday, December 1 
9:30am coffee, 10:00am workshop

DCA members $20 / public $25 
Prepayment is required by Wednesday, 
November 29. 

Girls’ Night Out Gingerbread House 
Decorating 
It’s not just for kids anymore! Get in the 
holiday spirit and support a great cause - the 
non-profit mission of the DCA - which includes 
college scholarships for Darien High School 
graduates. 

The DCA and Palmer’s Catering will provide 
light bites, wine, gingerbread houses and all 
of the decorating supplies you’ll need. You 
supply the creativity! Gather your friends, 
neighbors, or book group for a fun-filled night 
and enjoy our festive estate.  

Tuesday, December 12 
6:30pm - 8:30pm

DCA members $65 / public $75  
Prepayment is required by Friday, December 
8.

Mom’s Morning In Christmas Party with 
Santa! 
Join us for some holiday cheer, and to take the 
classic photos you enjoy every year. 

The highlight of the party will be your little 
one’s visit with Santa. When there’s a line, 
adults will find plenty of chairs, and toddlers 
will have some little things to keep them 
occupied, including holiday cookies and juice. 

Friday, December 15 
10:00am

$10 per child 
Reservations are not required.
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Calendar of Events

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1 
9:30 Guided Play Mah     
          Jongg 
10:00 Darien Men’s 
 Association meeting
12:30 Guided Play for 
          Beginners Mah Jongg 
 

2
7:00    Grand Cheese, Wine 
           and Cider Tasting 
           with Darien Cheese 
           and Fine Foods

3

6 
12:30 Duplicate Bridge

 

7 
9:15    Greenhouse Group 
          meeting
12:15  Women’s Luncheons: 
          “Exclusive Culinary 
          Tours of Italy and
          Spain” by Cindy
          Palmer Dean

8 
9:30 Guided Play Mah     
          Jongg
10:00 Darien Men’s 
 Association meeting
12:30 Guided Play for 
          Beginners Mah Jongg

9 

          

10 

13 
12:30 Duplicate Bridge 
12:30 Page Turners: 
          Lafayette in the 
          Somewhat United 
          States by Sarah 
          Vowell

14
9:00 Bridge 6 class
12:30 Blue Notes rehearsal

15
9:30 Guided Play Mah     
          Jongg
10:00 Darien Men’s 
 Association meeting
12:30 Guided Play for 
          Beginners Mah Jongg
1:00    Flower Arranging 
          Workshop: Your 
          Thanksgiving Table

16 
9:30 Financial Workshop:  
         10 Budgeting Tips and 
          Their Enormous 
          Impact on Your 
          Finances

17 
10:00 Mom’s Morning In
 presents Bodywise 
          by Betty

20
12:30 Duplicate Bridge

21 
8:30 DCA Board meeting
9:00 Bridge 6 class 
12:30 Blue Notes rehearsal

22 23 
Thanksgiving Day 
DCA closed

24 
DCA closed

27
12:30 Duplicate Bridge

28 
9:00 Bridge 6 class 
12:30 Blue Notes rehearsal

29
9:30 Guided Play Mah     
          Jongg
10:00 Darien Men’s 
 Association meeting
12:30 Guided Play for 
          Beginners Mah Jongg

30

November 2017
Special Weekend Event
Duo Piano Fall Concert: “A Musical Toy Box”
Sunday, November 5 at 4:00pm 
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Find out more
December 1, 9:30am Greenhouse Group: Holiday Wreath Workshop

December 3, 11:30am             Mother/Daughter Nutcracker Tea

December 5, 12:15pm Women’s Luncheons: “Mark Twain in Connecticut” 
presented by the Director of Education of The Mark 
Twain House and Museum

December 7, 11:30am             Christmas Unwrapped English Tea (2 seatings: 
11:30am and 1:00pm)

December 10, 10:00am            Family Gingerbread House Decorating

December 11 12:30pm             Page Turners book group discusses Hillbilly Elegy by 
J.D. Vance

December 12, 6:30pm             Girls’ Night Out Gingerbread House Decorating

December 13,  8:30am            Theater Bus goes to see Come From Away

December 15, 10:00am Mom’s Morning In Annual Holiday Party with Santa

 

Online at dariendca.org

Full details for all events and programs 
are available on our website, under 
the Activities & Programs heading. 
Look here for all our program details, 
information on instructors, and online 
registration.

 

DCA Office Hours

9:00am - 3:00pm Monday - Thursday 
9:00am - 12:00pm Fridays  

Inclement Weather
Please keep in mind that the DCA will 
typically follow any closing/delay 
decisions of the Darien Public Schools.


