2015 DCA Art Lecture Series

Series Sponsor

“America is Hard to See”
Whitney Museum
of American Art
www.sarahblankdesignstudio.com
We’ve moved, come visit us at our new location:
19 West Putnam Avenue
Greenwich, CT 06830

Registration information

John Sloan (1871 - 1951). Women’s Page, 1905. Etching. (5 x 6
7/8 in.)

Series admission:
Includes 4 lectures with gourmet luncheons*
$155 DCA members, $175 public

Illustration Is Hard to See:
An Inside Outsider’s View

Single lecture with gourmet luncheon*
$45 DCA members, $50 public

Thursday, October 15th
11:30am (*please note later start time)

Single lecture-only admission
$20 DCA members, $25 public

Michael Lobel, Professor, Purchase
College, State University of New York
The presentation of the Whitney’s permanent
collection offers a reappraisal of American art from
1900 to the present. No matter how expansive that
revised view, there is still more to be said about
the connection between the works of art on exhibit
and contemporaneous popular images. This lecture
will present a different approach, by exploring the
illustrating careers of some of the most influential
practitioners of early twentieth-century American
art, showing how their art is inextricably linked to
the popular imagery they created.
Image credit: © 2013 Delaware Art Museum/Artists Rights Society,
New York. Reynolda House Museum of American Art, WinstonSalem, NC.

Prepayment is required at least 48 hours prior to
each lecture, and may be purchased at
dariendca.org or through the DCA office at
203-655-9050.
* Specially designed American “farm-to-table”
themed luncheons will feature New England,
Southern, and Heartland cuisine by Carolyn’s
Absolutely Fabulous Events. Luncheons follow
the lecture.

274 Middlesex Road
Darien, CT 06820
203-655-9050
info@dariendca.org
dariendca.org

Whitney Museum of American Art. Photograph by Nic Lehoux

Presented by Whitney Curators:
Jane Panetta
Laura Phipps
Elisabeth Sherman
& Michael Lobel, Professor
Purchase College, State University of
New York

Roy Lichtenstein (1923-1997). Little Big Painting, 1965. Oil and
acrylic on canvas. (68”x 80” in.)
Marsden Hartley (1877-1943). Painting, Number 5, 1914-15. Oil
on linen. (39 1/4 x 32 in.)

1900-1950: An Introduction
Thursday, October 8th
11:00am

Robert Gober (1954-). Untitled, 1991. Wax, cloth, wood,
leather, human hair. (12 5/16 x 10 1/4 x 37 1/2 in.)

1950-1970

Thursday, October 22nd
11:00am

1970-Present

Thursday, October 29th
11:00am

Jane Panetta, Associate Curator

Laura Phipps, Assistant Curator

Elisabeth Sherman, Assistant Curator

This lecture will consider the Whitney Museum’s
inaugural exhibition, “America is Hard to See”,
and will begin with an overview of the show’s
conception and organization. The presentation
will touch on early work included in the show from
approximately 1900 to 1950, featuring examples
by American Modernists such as Marsden Hartley,
Stuart Davis, Georgia O’Keeffe, and Edward
Hopper. Lastly, this talk will consider the process of
selecting work for the show, the organizing themes
of the exhibition, and the significance of the
Whitney’s collection being presented in-depth, in
its new downtown home.

“America is Hard to See” offers new perspectives
on American art in the 20th century, while
challenging the linear art historical “isms” of the
past. This lecture will examine the postwar period
from approximately 1950 - 1970. It will touch on
themes related to abstraction, Pop art, and the
tumultuous politics of the 1960s and 70s. Artists
such as Jasper Johns, On Kawara, Roy Lichtenstein,
and Allan D’Arcangelo will be highlighted within a
discussion that will closely consider the radical and
groundbreaking shifts realized in American
art-making during this two decade period.

The Whitney’s institutional mission is to dedicate
itself to living, working American artists -- the new
building expanding all possibilities for examination
and exploration. Looking at the period from 1970
to the present, the lecture will highlight artists’
engagement with the development of new media
and found imagery, with a particular focus on
political work from the 1980s and 90s. In addition,
the presentation will consider some of the most
recent work included in the exhibition, through a
discussion of contemporary artists such as Carol
Bove, Robert Gober, Josh Kline, and Wade Guyton.
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